
 

Season’s Greetings and Best wishes for a 
Happy New Year 2023! 

 

The past year saw CIC cross the milestone of crossing one and a half centuries 

in events! In 2022 alone, CIC and its Fellows come together for 25 intellectual 

conventions, while collaborating with some of the brightest minds in diverse 

sectors. CIC now has the distinction of cumulatively conducting 152 events 

since its inception in 2016! 

 

2022 was a watershed year for the CIC. It marked the beginning of a new 

journey with the acquisition of a sizeable plot of land in the heart of Chennai 

and the drawing up of plans to erect an iconic building to house the CIC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gopal Srinivasan, Chairman CIC 

receiving the Lease Deed from Rev Dr. 

George Antonysamy, Archbishop and 

sole trustee of the estate of Sir John 

Demonte 



Events 2022 

 

 

The year 2022 got off to a 
divine start with a talk by 
Padma Bhushan Alarmel 
Valli titled, “Dance Poetry 
and the Divine”.  
 
The sensitivity with which 
the speaker covered the 
topic enthralled the 
audience. 
 

 

An engaging conversation 
with India’s former Chief 
Economic Advisor took the 
audience through the 
developmental, pitfalls, 
possibilities and potentials 
that Tamil Nadu is faced 
with.  
 
Comparisons with 
experience of other 
countries and States made 
the talk richer in content. 
 



 

All work and no play? An 
analytical but witty 
discussion on cricket titled 
“Passion, Pride, Profession-
Whither Indian Cricket?” 
between veteran Cricket 
Administrator, N Srinivasan 
and former Cricketer Kris 
Srikkanth, ably moderated 
by Bharat Raman explored 
the contours of the much 
loved and adored sport. A 
rare treat indeed for lovers 
of this game. 
 

 

“The Role of Russia in 
International Politics” saw a 
serious conversation 
between Ambassador 
Venkatesh Varma, veteran 
civil servant Anup 
Wadhawan and 
experienced analyst 
Nandan Unnikrishnan.  
 
Conducted in an 
atmosphere where the war 
in Ukraine was imminent, it 
explored the ramifications 
of such an event on world 
politics. More relevant were 
the implications it held out 
for India. Rich in content 
indeed! 
 



 

Nalin Mehta’s opus, “The 
New BJP” was the next 
event hosted by the CIC. A 
lively conversation between 
senior journalists, T M Veer 
Raghav, R K 
Radhakrishnan, Sanjeev 
Shankaran and the author 
Nalin Mehta took the 
audience on a journey to 
understand the making of 
the ‘world’s largest political 
party’ as they liked to call it. 
Fascinating! 
 

 

“Leadership Shastra” a 
discussion around Pradeep 
Chakravarthy’s book saw 
Lakshmi Narayan and Sri 
Garapathi explore the 
nuances of leadership with 
examples from Indian 
history, with the author. It 
was interesting how the 
panel related these traits to 
the present-day 
environment and drew 
relevance to modern 
industry. 
 

  



 

“Essays of U VE Sa” saw 
Justice Prabha Sridevan, 
Pradeep Chakravarthy, N Ravi 
and Dr. V. Thiruppugazh come 
together and discuss the 
revival of Tamil Literature. The 
scholarly discussion on the 
doyen of Tamil literature U Ve 
Swaminathan was a treat for 
lovers of Tamil literature!  

 

 

The English translation of the 
biography of Kalki by Gauri 
Ramnarayan was a veritable 
feast for literature buffs. The 
event titled “A Writers Tale-
The Story of a Nation” saw the 
book released by Justice K 
Chandru, who gave a scholarly 
address and the first copy 
being received by well-known 
writer and journalist Maalan, 
who was his brilliant oratorical 
self. The rendering of Karki’s 
songs by popular Carnatic 
vocalist Sikkil Gurucharan was 
a bonus. To add colour, the 
audience was treated to a 
reading of excerpts by stage 
actors, V Balakrishnan, Yohan 
Chacko and Akhila 
Ramnarayan, which made the 
book come alive! 

 



 

Shifting gears, CIC saw a 
brilliant discussion on 
Technology Trends and Its 
implications for India. An 
erudite Panel consisting of 
Prof Kamakoti (IIT Madras), 
Ravichandran Purushothaman 
(Danfoss), Ananth Krishnan 
(TCS) and Lakshminarayan 
took the audience on a tour of 
future possibilities and the 
opportunities and challenges 
that disruptive technologies 
would have for India.  An eye 
opener!! 

 

 

“Chennai-a Biography” by V 
Sriram was a treasure trove of 
precious nuggets about 
Chennai our beloved city. 
Helping the audience extract 
these nuggets was veteran 
journalist Mukund 
Padmanabhan. The history 
buffs and the lay audience 
truly had a field day exploring 
the streets of ‘Namma 
Chennai’ with the author and 
moderator! 
 



 

“The Mystique of the 
Mountains” elevated the 
audience to the lofty 
Himalayas. Exquisite pictures 
and a brilliant narration by the 
passionate mountaineers- 
Ramanan and Vrinda was a 
treat for eyes and ears. The 
experiences of a practicing 
mountaineer from Chennai 
Sunil Rallan, added lustre to 
the event. Kudos to Irshad 
Mecca for skilfully moderating 
the event! 
 

 

The book discussion centred 
on veteran diplomat and 
distinguished civil servant 
Shyam Saran’s book titled, 
“How China Sees India” 
witnessed a scholarly 
discussion between the author 
and Prof Srinath Raghavan. 
Tracing the historical roots of 
China’s relations with India 
from ancient history to the 
present was a revelation to the 
audience. 
 



 

The sustainability dialogue 
“Pasumai Tamizhagam” saw 
the coming together of 
Government, Non-Government 
and passionate individuals 
interested in the common goal 
of environmental sustainability 
of Tamil Nadu. Supriya Sahu, 
(Tamil Nadu Government), 
Deepak Srivastava (Tamil 
Nadu Government), Paul 
Blanchflower (Auroville) and 
Nirmala Raja (Environment 
enthusiast) enlightened the 
audience with efforts of the 
stakeholders to ensure a 
secure future for the State. 
 

 

“Traditional Performing Arts of 

Tamil Nadu- Survival and 

Revival”- an event featuring Dr 

V R Devika and S Anwar 

exposed the audience to 

lesser-known jewels of Tamil 

Nadu’s rich and ancient 

cultural landscape. A 

passionate exposition on the 

need to preserve these dying 

art forms and the efforts to 

ensure their survival 

captivated the audience. 



 

Yet another contribution to 
literature was the Book 
discussion on the translated 
works of the well-known Tamil 
author Imayam titled “If there 
is a God”. Powerful 
enactments of stories from the 
book by Sarvesh Sridhar, 
Janani Suresh and Nikhila 
Kesavan, brought the book 
alive for the audience. The 
direction by Prasanna 
Ramaswamy was perfect. This 
was followed by a lively 
discussion between the author 
Imayam, the translator Justice 
Prabha Sridevan and the 
moderator Sushila 
Ravindranath. It was indeed 
the meeting of two worlds! 
 

 

Naushad Forbes in 
conversation with Kapil 
Vishwanathan on the book 
“The Struggle and the 
Promise” was an event that 
centred around restoring 
India’s potential. An interesting 
conversation laced with 
personal experiences and 
anecdotes; it took the 
audience through the pages of 
contemporary economic 
history of India. 
 



 

“Higher Order Goals in School 
Education- Philosophy, Policy 
and Pedagogy” was the next 
topic for exploration at the 
CIC. Ashwin Prabhu, 
Narayanan Lakshman and 
Anita Rathnam navigated this 
topic with ease and brought to 
the fore the many 
contradictions in the firmament 
of school education in India 
and possible solutions to 
overcome them.  
 

 

Ravi Chellam was in his 
elements discussing the topic 
“Ecology and Conservation of 
the Endangered Asiatic Lions” 
with Mahathi Narayanaswamy. 
A passionate presentation, 
peppered with personal 
experiences and deep insight 
was really lapped up by the 
audience. The comments on 
the introduction of Cheetahs 
into the Indian environment 
were an added bonus. 
 

 



 

R S Nilakantan in 
conservation with 
Lakshminarayan on the book 
“North Versus South- India’s 
Great Divide” was an event 
that explored the empirical 
basis of the economic divide 
among the States of India. 
 

 

“Beyond the Tiger-Large 
Mammal Conservation in 
Indian History”, was an event 
to cherish for conservation 
enthusiasts and history buffs 
alike. Prof Mahesh 
Rangarajan brought out the 
history, while Sanjay 
Srivastava highlighted the 
practitioners difficulties in an 
engaging conversation rich 
in practical experience and 
academic rigour. 
 



 

Meeting of two vastly 
experienced diplomats Vijay 
Gokhale and P S Raghavan 
on the CIC platform was 
bound to be electrifying and 
it was. The contemporary 
history of India as it 
navigates the world stage 
was an extremely interesting 
experience and the audience 
was enthralled. 
 

 

“Dream, Aspire, Skill Fly and 
Lead” was an interesting 
discussion on two books- 
“Don’t Sell, Make them Buy” 
by Raghavan Mukundan and 
“Can I Fly” by Satish Rao. 
Ably moderated by Jude 
Sannith an experienced 
economic journalist, the 
event was welcomed by 
enthusiasts of modern 
management practices. It set 
out an Indian perspective 
that was unique. 
 



 

The Book Launch of Sriram 
Balasubramanian’s book 
“Kautilyanomics” where CIC 
Chairman Gopal Srinivasan 
Received the first copy saw 
an engaging conversation 
between A Balasubramanian 
and Rajiv C Lochan with the 
author. The historical 
insights and the lessons that 
they hold for the present was 
a new experience for the 
audience. 
 

 

A topical discussion on 

“Multilingualism, Language 

Politics and the Constitution 

of India” was CICs way of 

commemorating the 

Constitution Day. Justice 

Prabha Sridevan, Prof 

Ganesh Devy, Alok 

Prasanna and C 

Chandramouli delved into 

the subject from various 

perspectives. A scholarly 

discussion that threw up 

many nuances and 

enhanced understanding 

about the complex and frail 

political landscape of India 

 



 

The crowning achievement of the 
year was the maiden attempt of CIC 
to conduct the Chennai Literature 
and Arts Festival 2022. The festival, 
conducted over two days, celebrated 
the works of eminent authors from 
India and abroad. Curated in 
partnership with the “Valley of 
Words”, the festival featured writers 
in the thematic tracks of Fiction, Non-
Fiction, Translations and Writing for 
Young Adults. Enthused by the 
success of this inaugural event, the 
CIC will take this up as an annual 
event. 

 

The vertical on ‘Writing for Young 
Adults” of the Chennai Literature and 
Arts Festival 2022, took place at the 
Sishya OMR School. The 
participation of hundreds of children 
and their enthusiastic response was 
heartening. 



 

The year ended with an event titled 
“Contours of the Constitutional 
Debate on EWS Reservation”. A 
lively debate between N. 
Venkataraman, the Additional 
Solicitor General for India, Prof Anup 
Surendranath of NLU Delhi and 
Sumanth Raman, Policy Analyst and 
Political Commentator.  
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